
   
 

   
  

       
  

        

      
      

         

   
         

          

       
         

             
              

               
              

             

             
              

           
          

             
           

            
            

           
               

             
           

      

            
               



         
         

          
           

             
              

           

             
           

             
           

             
      

            
         

             
            
             

            
            

            
           

              
          

           
            

            
          

     
             
            

             
              

         

             
              















   
 

  
  

       
  

        

      
      

        

   
        

    
       
       

       
            

             
           

             
               

            
            
            

              
            
            

             
     

          
          

           
           

  

             
              

             



             
          

           
             
             

           
            

             
             

           
            

           
           

             
             

              
           

          

           
                

           
           

         
         

          
           

             
              

             
             

     

             
           

             
           

             
          

 



             
        

             
          

             
            

          
            

           
            

             
            

             
  

           
            

            
          

     
             
            

             
              

             
             

         

             
              
            
         
           
            

            
            
              

             
            



           
            

             
             

             
             

     

            
            

   
          

            
   

            
         

          
           

            
            

           
           

  
           





             
           

            
             

             
            

            
            

              
             

            
               
       

              
               
  



•
USDA Forest Service

National Forest System
Briefing Paper

Date: January 10,2012

Topic: U.S. Sheep Experimental Station DEIS

Issue: Yellowstone Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Subcommittee (YES) comments on the DEIS for
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) operations of U.S. Sheep Experiment Station
(USSES).

Key Points:
• YES recently submitted a letter to the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) supporting

the United States Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) Biological Opinion Conservation
Recommendations on the DEIS.

~ • USFWS recommends the Sheep Station seek replacement lands outside of known grizzly
bear use areas for the Sheep Stations summer range and the National Forest's Meyer 's
Creek Allotment.

• The Targhee National Forest, as a member of YES, concurred with the letter since the
recommendations are consistent with LMP direction.

Background: The U.S. Sheep Experiment Station proposes to continue historic and ongoing
grazing and associated activities in order to achieve their mission of research goals and
objectives. The sheep research station is located in the upper Snake River plain at the foothill s of
the Centennial Mountains, approximately six miles north of Dubois, Idaho. The East and West
Summer Ranges are in the Centennial Mountains of Montana. Through memoranda of
understanding, the Sheep Experiment Station also utilizes Department of Energy, BLM, and
Forest Service lands. In keeping with settlement agreement direction and the existing NEPA
analyses for parcels managed by the other agencies , this environmental impact statement
analyzes the direct/indirect effects of the proposed actions on ARS properties only. The effects
of grazing on the allotments and feed lot are therefore considered in the cumulative effects
analyses.

The Targhee National Forest Plan (1997) authorizes continued use of the allotments on NFS
lands by the Sheep Experiment Station. The Meyers Creek allotment is identified in the LMP for
phase out of domestic sheep grazing on an opportunity basis. Per the LMP, opportunities to
vacate an allotment include such events as nonuse violation s, term permit waivers where the
permit is waived back to the government, resource protection, or permit actions resulting in
cancellation of the permit. Several sheep allotments have been officially closed over the past
few years in accordance with this direction.

The Forest recently made changes in how the Meyer' s Creek Allotment is being managed. The
Sheep Station will be authorized to graze sheep for only 6 days on the Allotment, as the sheep
trail across the National Forest to Sheep Station lands in Montana. The USFWS concurred with
the May affect, likely to adversely affect determination for grizzly bears and adopted the

Old Laptop
Highlight




